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The Compleat Improvisor 
(A4 version!) 

 
 
Harmony 1.01  Key Area 

 
 
To begin – you need to understand a little about harmony: 
 
 

 
 
 
This pattern will be the same in each of the keys. 
 
For example, in the key of F : 
  
 
Fmaj7 Gm7 Am7 Bbmaj7 C7 Dm7 Em7(b5)     (Fmaj7) 
 
More about this later, let’s get playing. 
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Harmony 1.02  ii – v – I 
 

 
You will probably have heard musicians talking about “two-five-ones” or 
“turnarounds”. 
 
 

 
 

  
 

Now Play!   
Improvise – play anything you want – using the notes of 
the C major scale.   
We will explore and develop this further, but now just try 
playing over the recording ii – v – i Bossa  
 
 
Obviously will need to select the correct recording for your instrument: 
Concert pitch for non-transposing; violin, piano, guitar, flute etc;  
Eb for alto/baritone sax; and Bb for tenor, trumpet and clarinet etc. 
 
The sequence is repeated 6 times and the 7th time through the recording 
ends on a tonic C chord. 
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Chords for Play-a-long tracks ii – v – i Ex. 1and ii – v – i Ex 2 
 

 
 
 
 
Remember 
 

1.  Keep it simple – you’re not going to sound like Wynton Marsalis 
today! 
 

2. Try this: 

• Listen to 4 bars of backing 

• Sing a 4 bar phrase 

• Try to play what you sang 
 

 
3. Long notes are goo—o-o-o-d! 

Don’t be a quaver-king / quaver queen! Give your notes some 
social distancing. 

 
4. Play a note – leave a gap – do you go up or down? How does 
your note “fit” harmonically? Etc. 
 
Most importantly! 
 
NO-ONE EVER DIED FROM PLAYING A WRONG NOTE! 
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Time to hector you! 
 

EVERYONE will benefit from this exercise.

 
If you are thinking “I can do this”, “This is way too babyish for meE”
PROVE IT! 
 

• Think of a sequence of 4 numbers between 1 
e.g. 1   6   4   3 

• Convert them to notes from C scale i.e.

• Now play them as semiquavers ascend by one step each beat

• Don’t write it out!  This a brain thang!
 
For example  
1-6-4-3   and 5-3-1-2  and  3
  

 
Now play along with the recording.
 

 

will benefit from this exercise. 

If you are thinking “I can do this”, “This is way too babyish for meE”

Think of a sequence of 4 numbers between 1 – 7  

Convert them to notes from C scale i.e. c   a   f   and 

Now play them as semiquavers ascend by one step each beat

Don’t write it out!  This a brain thang! 

2  and  3-7-6-5     become 

Now play along with the recording. 

If you are thinking “I can do this”, “This is way too babyish for meE” 

and e 

Now play them as semiquavers ascend by one step each beat 

 


